
 
Home-School Connection #15  

1.8.15 
 

Write at least 4 thought provoking questions 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR and WELCOME BACK: After a nice long break you came back 
upbeat and full of interesting ideas.  We’ve been busy and cozy as the 
weather outside dipped below 0. Winter is here.  
 

THOUGHTS ON OPTICS:  
This week we began optics. In a small group, you wrote down questions and ideas. Did you get ideas 
from your peers? You then spent time evaluating what other groups wrote. See photos on website: 
http://5starkclasswebsite.weebly.com/5s-photos1.html 
Discuss some of your ideas and questions. Ask your parents what types of ideas  and questions they 
have about light, parts of the eye, vision and color. What is one question you discussed? 
______________ 

 
CIRCUITS:  

You dissected a flashlight and learned about all its parts and how they help a 
flashlight to work. Next, you experimented creating circuits. First you tried to 
create a circuit with one wire, one battery and a bulb. What did you learn 
about that? Next, it was time to find out if other materials like aluminum 
foil, clothespins, cork, crayons, pencils, pennies, paper clips, and other objects 

act as insulators or conductors. If you did that, what have you discovered so far? What questions 
do you have? What might you try?  
 

NEWS WE'RE FOLLOWING:  
* Charlie Baker, our new governor of Massachusetts, was sworn into office today. (1.8.15)  

* They opened up the time capsule that was originally buried in 1795. The time capsule weighed 10 pounds and 
measured 5-1/2 x 7-1/2 x 1-1/2 inches— it contained: silver and copper coins dating from 1652 to 1855, a 
plaque thought to be engraved by Paul Revere, a copper medal depicting George Washington, Newspapers and 
other official papers.  

* Boston was picked as the U.S. city to bid for the 2024 summer Olympics. Now Boston is possibly 
competing with Rome, Germany, Paris, South Africa.  

The battle over Keystone pipeline is heating up between congress and the President We will be looking at who 
has the power next week.  

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2F5starkclasswebsite.weebly.com%2F5s-photos1.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEMH5O_wvc5lEnvQBY27vibMcTN-Q
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ECONOMICS and WORLDLY GOODS 
 
One of the main reasons we became a country is because of taxes. As we look into government, 
power, politics and the lives of colonists, I decided it was important for you to learn key concepts 
about economics. You are learning about trade and taxes and goods and services and where materials 
are made and sold.  You learned a bit about why a mother country (like England) would want to have 
a colony (like the 13 English colonies)  in order to get raw materials for less money. We began to 
discuss the reasons why some people liked the protection of their mother country and some people 
wanted to break away. You began to look at objects in school and around your home to see what 
they are made out of and the country they come from. We are going to combine all your lists into 
one table to see where most objects we use come from. Look at some items on or around you right 
now to see what they are made out of and where they were made and/or produced. What did you 
find interesting or surprising?  
 
WEB-NES-DAY: Wow! It’s been amazing to see the variety of topics you are investigating and 
sharing. What have you been inspired to try? What have you learned from others? What might you 
try next? Why? What would your parents do this week if they had a chance for a Web-nesday?  
 
OTHER: Please read this list and talk about some of them: Community Meeting; this week’s scribbler 
topic; the book ‘What’s Your Angle Pythagoras?”; the ‘Plus & Delta’ recess conversations; Word 
problems and multiplication truths -if they work for whole numbers will they work for fractions? 
What do you predict?; New lunch seat;, indoor recess; New Year goals; morning meeting topics; 
something else? Music, Art, P.E. Chinese, Library, Conservatory,  What did you discuss? 
____________  
 
Due: MONDAY. :   We made a time to do this on:_____   Parent Signature &  Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Rating (1-5) Please say why and which topics lead to the most in-depth discussions. 
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REMINDERS: 
Jingle: Think of a good jingle for morning meeting.  
 
RIVER TABLE: We will soon have a village name.  
1. SOIL- MOST IMPORTANT! We need to put it 
down before we build on the table.  We are 
going to plant grass on it.  
  
2. PLASTICINE- especially gray or brown. 
3. PLAYDOUGH or clay- any color 
4. GLUE GUNS and/or glue gun GLUE STICKS 
5. POPSICLE STICKS- for construction  
6. TOOTHPICKS 
7. BROWN OR GRAY PAINT (water based)   
8. OTHER?  
If you have other items you think might be 
good for building our colonial village please 
send them in.  
  
THINK ON YOUR GOALS. You will be picking two for the next 21 
days. They have to be connected to school and measurable. You 
are going to be narrowing them down and planning for them on 
Monday.  
 
    

  

 


